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"YACHT Lalla Rookh, R.Y.S., COWES, WEDNESDAY, ZZndJuly, 1885.
We came here yesterday afternoon from Portsmouth Harbour having a very pleasant sail in the Solent.
We were at anchor off Cowes during the night. Along with E. King I have been intending to go back to London to-day; and then to return home to Scotland with as little delay in London as possible. I have been feeling some incipient uneasiness on the score of liability to accusations of wife and family desertion: as to which I got some premonitory suggestions in Mary's letter of Saturday last. Wm. has however this morning persuaded me to stay till tomorrow (or possibly till Friday morning) so as to continue the cruise to..."
"YACHT, Lalla Rookh.   At anchor, COWES.
Thursday, 23rcZ July, 1885.
There are great festivities going on all round for the wedding of the Princess Beatrice. The actual wedding ceremony is to be today at 1| p.m. or therabouts. The Prince of Wales' steam yacht Osborne, and the Queen's steam yacht Victoria & Albert, are at anchor very near us. The Prince of Wales has j ust gone ashore in a small steam launch which we saw passing near us. Capt. Fisher* who has been away in the evolutionary squadron round the coasts of Ireland, has just arrived in the English Waters at Spithead, and has come on here without any landing at Portsmouth. Wm. spoke him as he was going ashore a few minutes ago to Cowes to be at the wedding. Mrs Fisher and her three daughters have now come on board the Lalla Rgokh and are on deck. Miss Fisher is much interested in drawing, which she has been learning at the Gosport School of Artf. She is involved in the mysteries of perspective examples, taught by rules mostly (Qy all ?) not understood:—but I suppose knowledge is longed forj__"
About this time politics were attracting much attention. In the winter of 1885 a ballon d'essai was sent up by Mr Herbert Gladstone (now Viscount Gladstone) suggesting the adoption by the Liberal Party of the policy of Home Rule. James Thomson immediately perceived the danger impending and pointed it out very clearly to his friends. He used all his influence to oppose the scheme, both then and later when it was adopted as the official
* Now Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fisher.
f Miss Fisher designed one of the supporters to Sir William Thomson's Coat of Arms when he was raised to the peerage, and his niece Bessie Thomson designed the other.
£ Professor Thomson had always been much interested in perspective; finding the teaching in books on Art in his day very defective, he planned out a book on the subject but unfortunately did not live to completed it.